Experts Bid Ford 
Curtail Traveling 

Firm on Guns ' Cool-Off Period 



By Austin Scott 
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For the second time in 17 
days, President Ford ap- 
peared determined yester- 
day to show that attempts 
on his life will neither deter 
him from public appear- 
ances nor change his posi- 
tion against registration of 
handguns. 

White House press secre- 
tary Ron Nessen said no cur- 
tailment of the President’s 
travel schedule and no 
White House staff review of 
Secret Service procedures 
are being made in the wake 
of the single shot fired at 
Mr. Ford in San Francisco 
on Monday. 

He repeatedly told report- 
ers that the President does 
not intend to be a 
“prisoner” In the White 
House, and said no White 
House staff aides have ar- 
gued with the President 
against that position. 

“The President feels that 
his travel and his demeanor 
. . . do not represent . . . 
flaunting himself or his of- 
fice in front of people who 
might belong to this tiny mi- 
nority,” Nessen said. “Nor , 
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leading experts on vio- 
lence predicted yesterday 
that President Ford will 
face future assassination at- 
tempts and urged him to 
curtail his travel— at least 
long enough to provide a 
cooling off period. 

.1 “I think this entire thing 
will probably run a. certain 
kind of wave like a conta- 
gion for a while,” said Dr. 
Judd Marmor, president of 
the American Psychiatric 
Association and a professor 
of psychiatry at the Univer- 
sity of Southern California. 

“I think during this pe- 
riod there ought to be 
greater precautions taken.” 

A California psychiatrist 
specializing in violence, Dr. 
David Hamburg of Stanford 
University, went farther. 
Hamburg, who studied the 
1968 assassination of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy (D-N.Y.) 
and advised Sen. George 
McGovern (D-S.D.) to mod- 
ify his 1972 campaign meth- 
ods, said President Ford 
should end the random ' 
handshaking with people 
who have not received secu- 
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rity checks and should ad- 
dress groups only in halls in 
khich admission is tightly 
ontrolled. 

ll Jhe President certainly 
jjoes. not gain ,any meaning 
ijul exchange of information 
Sr ‘Ideas by pressing the 
Slesfi,” Hamburg said. 

> "U comes down to some 
^ht£ngible exhilaration 
|nd; on the whole, that’s bad 
"or presidents. It gives them 
God like sense. It addicts 
hem to a high level of adu- 
ation’ which no human be- 
ll g. deserves." 

Hamburg suggested that 
flhe problem be handled “like 
Jkyjacking, which was high- 
contagious for a while/' 
be said. "Take simple secu- 
Jity measures with those 
going to meeting halls. Once 
liere, you can have all 
JJinds of discussion.” 

Y A nationally known Stand- 
ard psychologist, who asked 
his name not be used, 
’‘-omihented that the first ,at- 
empt on President Ford’s 
fe- on Sept. 5 may have 
jiven Sara Jane Moore the 
dea for making her try 
“<Jn Monday. 

♦ “If a brief period of time 
elapses, it helps curtail the 
$>read. It would be an aw- 
fully good Idea to cool it for 
i while,” the psychologist 

J Marmor, the American 
iatric Association pres- 
et, added that the wide- 
ead publicity given to 
nette Alice Fromme’s ap- 
parent attempt on Mr. 
joi’d’s life Sept 5, may have 
spurred Moore to act. 

Z Dr. Lawrence Z. Freed- 
man, a University of Chi- 
oago psychiatrist who was a 
{bnsultant to the 1969 Ra- 
tional Commission on the 
Causes and Prevention of 
Violence, said the nation 
fjow faces "a contagioi* ef- 
fect, a sort of emotional re- 
finance.” 

* Dr. Perry Ottenberg, a 
psychiatrist at the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, said at- 
tempts are being made on 
president ford’s life be- 



cause he is the symbol of a 
government that has alien- 
ated large numbers of 
Americans. 

“He’s the most loved and 
hated man in America not 
because of what he is but 
♦because of his position,” 
said Ottenberg. 

"It’s like killing a 
stranger in the park The 
victim Is anonymous. He’s 
the occupier of the chair. 

“This is not a personal 
conflict," Ottenberg contin- 
ued. "It reflects the unre- 
solved tensions of the Viet- 
nam war, the lying and 
cheating of major agencies 
of government and the un- 
responsiveness of govern- 
ment to people’s needs.” 

Th ? s hold especially true 
for Mr. Ford, he said, who, 
(Joes not elicit the strong 
emotions evoked by Presi- 
dent John Kennedy, Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, the Rev. 
D. Partin Luther King and 
Alabama Gov. George C. 
Wallace who have been as- 
sassinated or shot in the last 
12 years. 

“He’s well liked,” said Ot- 
tenberg. "but it’s the job 
he’s in.” 

Phillip Zimbardo, a pro- 
fessor of psychology at Stan- 
ford. aereed that most pople > 
think Mr. Ford is “a good 
man, personally.” But he 
added that the Ford admin- 
istration” is underestimat- 
ing the extent of alienation 
in society.” More and more 
people "who have nothing to 
lose” feel that killing a Pres- 
ident is “a viable alterna- 
tive” to being part of soci- 
ety, he said. 

"Reports of plots by 
American officials to kill 
foreign leaders and newspa- 
per columnists contribute to 
this.” he said. 

Z mbardo said Mr. Ford 
“mav put his life on the 
line” in order to win elec- 
tion as President next year. 
He added that going into 
crowds to shake hands is 
"unnecessary and unwar- 
ranted.” 

‘We wan our leaders to 
be strong,” he said, "but we 
want them to be alive.” 
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tfoes it represent a dare or 
an egging-on of these indi- 
viduals.” 

Nessen . said Mr. Ford’s 
.position had not changed 
from the night before, when 
pie said on arriving at the 
[White 'House minutes before 
lidnight that he would not 
. t cower in the face of a 
lited number of people 
. . 'who want to take the 
law into their own hands.” 
“The American people . . . 
V vant a dialogue between 
>them and their President 
dbnd their other public offi- 
cials,” Mr. Ford said. 

... It’s, I think, impor- 
tant that we as a people 
flon’t capitulate to the 



wrong element, a limited 
number, an infinitesimal 
number of people who want 
to destroy everything that’s 
best about America . . . 
we’re going to stand tall and 
strong in this confrontation 
with a limited number of 
people who don’t represent 
all of us.” 

' Mr. Ford . . believes the 
actions of this tiny minority 
cannot be allowed to keep 
the President and other offi- 
cials hostages,” Nessen said. 
He brushed aside sugges- 
tions of a “cooling-off pe- 
riod” of fewer public ap- 
pearances. 

"If you follow the proposi- 
tion to its conclusions, the 
President becomes a pris- 
oner in his Oval Office,” he 
said. 



Nessen said the President 
“still believes” the best gun 
controls are a combination 
of stiff sentences for people 
who use guns in the commis- 
sion of a crime, combined 
with a ban on the manufac- 
ture of “cheap handguns.” 

Those are among the 
provisions contained in a bill 
the President sent to Con- 
gress in July. Another provi- 
sion in that bill, cited by 
Nessen, is an investigating 
period of up to 14 days be- 
tween the time an individ- 
ual purchases a gun and the 
time it is delivered. 

That, Nessen said, would 
give the FBI a chance to 
probe the purchaser’s record 
for any indications that sell- 
ing him a gun might not be 
wise. 

Asked if those provisions 
would have kept Sara Jane 
Moore, accused of firing the 
shot in San Francisco, from 
getting either the gun she 
fired or the one police con- 
fiscated from her a day ear- 
lier, Nessen refused to com- 
ment. 

The next scheduled presi- 



dential trip is Sept. 30 to 
Chicago and possibly other 
Midwestern areas. There 
have been reports that presi- 
dential counsel Philip W. 
Buchen personally advised 
Mr. Ford to curtail his 
travels in the interests of 
safety. 

Buchen yesterday denied 
doing so. “I have not made 
any such recommendation,” 
he said. “I understand his 
feelings about it and I think 
this is a decision he has to 
arrive at after a consulta- 
tion with security people.” 

Buchen noted that the 
President was only mini- 
mally exposed to the public 
Monday in San Francisco. 

. . It seems to me the 
quantity of exposure, num- 
ber of hours, days, places, 
probably doesn’t have seri- 
ous relation to the risk if 
there are people who are de- 
termined,” he said. 

Another White House aide 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied commented, “If any- 
body’s advised him on that, 
he hasn’t accepted.” 

While Nessen said the 
White House is not review- 



ing Secret Service protec- 
tion procedures, Buchen 
said he expects “at least 
partial recommendations” 
for new procedures to come 
from the Secret Service be- 
fore the end of the month. 

The White House reported 
that of 119 telephone calls 
and telegrams to the White 
House that expressed a 
point of view, 68 said the 
President should curtail his 
political travels, five said he 
should not, 23 favored in- 
creased gun control, and 13 
favored increased security 
around Mr. Ford 

Nessen said the President 
has not yet decided whether 
to travel to California again 
at the end of October for a 
series of Republican fund- 
raisers. 

Meanwhile, presidential 
aide James Falk was quoted 
by United Press Interna- 
tional as saying in Sun Val- 
ley, Idaho, yesterday that 
northern California is “the 
kook capital of the world. 

“I’ve traveled all over the 
world with the President 
1 and the only place we’ve 



